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July 16, 2016   Volume 36  #7  

Ozark Mountain Chapter    Springfield, MO  
Missouri Society   

NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

  Next Scheduled Meeting 

 

In place of a regularly scheduled Meeting, Compatri-

ots of the Ozark Mountain Chapter are asked to as-

semble in the lobby of the Duane Meyer Library on 

the Missouri State University Campus, Springfield, 

Missouri, on August 20, 2016 at 9:00 A.M. 

 

South Central District Meeting 

 

The South Central District SAR Meeting is in Over-

land Park on August 26 and 27, 2016. 

 

Minutes from the OMCSAR Chapter Meeting, 

July 16, 2016 

 

Compatriot Secretary Swales called the Meeting to 

order at 9:15 A.M. at the Ozarks Technical College, 

Room 108, with 11 Members and 5 Guests present. 

 

Compatriot Chaplain McCoy delivered the Invocation 

followed by Compatriots Lawrence and Reinbold 

leading the Pledge of Allegiance and the Pledge to the 

SAR, respectively. 

  

Compatriot 

Swales intro-

duced the morn-

ing's speaker, 

Mr. Ken Elkins, 

who delivered a 

very informative 

talk on Women 

in the American 

Civil War.  Ken 

mentioned women had a lot of different roles, but his 

focus would be on women who fought in the War.  

He noted there are 400 documented cases of women 

who took male identities and saw combat while serv-

ing in military units during the Civil War.  There are 

no documented instances of women who ran from 

combat or who were branded cowards, even though it 

was against the law at that time for women to imper-

sonate men.   The women were fierce fighters. 

 

Mr. Elkins reviewed women active roles in World War 

II, then continued the talk on women in the Civil War.  

Some women in the Civil War felt they could participate 

and, in an effort to fit in, took up some men's habits 

along the way.  In addition to bringing a selection of 

scholarly books on the topic to the meeting and briefly 

discussing them, Ken also provided a selected bibliog-

raphy of primary and secondary sources on the topic.  

He talked about women in the American Revolutionary 

War who accompanied the army as a vivandiere, which 

is the daughter of the regiment, or as the comrade and 

help-mate of her husband. 

 

During the Civil War, some men knew women were 

fighting, but did not turn the women in to their officers.  

If they had done so, the women would have been humil-

iated, shamed, and kicked out of the service, as well as 

undergoing dis-fellowship from their churches upon 

their return home.  There were more women in the Civil 

War than the American Revolution because the scale of 

war was smaller in the American Revolution.  Com-

pared with Southern women, Northern women had more 

opportunities to serve and were in combat more often.  

Additionally, there were more women officers in the 

Northern Armies than in the Southern Armies.  A num-

ber of couples joined and served on both sides during 

the Civil War.   

 

Ken talked in depth about five main reasons women 

joined the Civil War as soldiers: to be with loved ones, 

to get away from home, for bounties and pay, for the 

perceived adventure and romance of war, and because 

they were patriotic.  Many women joined because they 

believed in ñthe causeò.  Examples were given of wom-

en who fit in each of these categories and statistics pro-

vided for the percentage of women discovered, served 

openly, or never discovered.  ñAunt Lucyò Nichols, who 

served with the 23rd Indiana, and another soldier from 

the 1st Kansas, as well as Francis Clayton of the 13th 

Missouri Cavalry were discussed.  Maggie Creath and 

Lizzie Powell, Confederate sympathizers, were also 
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mentioned.  Pensions for women soldiers after the 

Civil War were problematic. Many women, who 

served in War, received no pension.  A question and 

answer period followed.  Some of the books Ken 

Elkins discussed follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot Swales thanked Mr. Elkins for his presen-

tation. 

 

Compatriot Knowlton reviewed the upcoming July 26, 

2016, òHistory Explorersò Event at 7:00 P.M. at The 

Library Center, inviting Ken Elkins to attend if he can 

and asking others in attendance at today's meeting to 

participate. The program is "The Civil War on the Wire 

Road." Used by both Union and Con-federate soldiers, dis-

cover how the Wire Road ð the Interstate 44 of the 1860s 

ðplayed a vital role in the Civil War as it raged in south-

west Missouri. 

 

A discussion followed on the ñChallengeò to the group 

made earlier by Compatriot Fisk, regarding the search 

for a relative of Alexander  Hamilton, who had been a 

preacher in the Springfield, MO, area. 

 

A Motion was Made, Seconded and Passed unani-

mously the Minutes of the June 18, 2016, Meeting. 

   

Officer Reports 

 

There was no Treasurer's Report. 

 

Secretary Swales reported on an initial meeting with 

Gail Embree, MSU History Department, on the 2017 

ñHistory Day.ò  ñHistory Dayò participation last year 

was over 200 students with many History Teachers from 

around the region attending.  Preliminary discussions 

were for OMCSAR to Award two Certificates to the 

ñBest History Teacherò selected by Gail, and for a table 

display with Compatriots attending the event throughout 

the day. 

 

Compatriot Carr reported Applications were coming in 

faster than he can handle them.  Compatriot Lawrence 

reviewed the Events since the last meeting.  Compatriot 

Sentman was recognized for his superb work on the 

OMCSAR News Letter.  Tom encouraged those in at-

tendance to email any Event pictures to him for inclusion 

in the next Patriot Newsletter. 

 

Guests were introduced at today's meeting. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

There were No Committee Reports. 

 

Old Business 

 

There was No Old Business. 

New Business 

 

The formation of a Speakers Bureau was briefly dis-

cussed.  Those Compatriots interested are asked to  

contact Compatriot Philbrick or Compatriot Fisk. 

 

A motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and  passed. 

 

Compatriot McMurray led the Recessional.   

Compatriot Carr led the Benediction. 

 

The Meeting ended at 10:17 A.M. 

Upcoming Events 

 Compatriot Birthdays in August 

Robert N. Clark 8/28/2016 

Norman P.  Knowlton 8/25/2016 

John F. Sayre 8/16/2016 

Terry J. Wood 8/17/2016 

Zane H. Vo. Wood 8/26/2016 

Aug 6     Eagle Scout Court of Honor Immaculate Conception 1 pm 

Aug  20  MSU Library Tour and Presentation 

Aug  26-27 South Ctrl District SAR Meeting at Overland Park, MO 

Newsletter Editor: Tom Sentman tsentman@msn.com  417-823-3902 
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July 2016  Ozark Mountain Chapter Events 

Scott Miller, General Manager of City Utilities of Springfield, 

Missouri, speaks to employees and introduced Ozark Moun-

tain Chapter Compatriot J. Howard Fisk. 

Left: Color Guard member J. Howard Fisk spoke about the events of 

1776 and the foundation  and purpose of Independence Day, July 4th. 

 

July 1, 2016       Presentation to City Utilities Employees  -  CU Conference Room 

Missouri Society Awards from the 126th National Congress in Boston, Massachusetts 

 

Left: Compatriot James Osbourn, Missouri Society and 

member of the Spirit of St. Louis Chapter, receives the 

Robert E. Burt Boy Scout Volunteer Award from com-

patriot J. Howard Fisk, Chairman of the Missouri Soci-

ety Eagle Scout program.  

The award was announced during the 126th Congress. 

It was presented July 30, 2016, during the Quarterly 

Missouri Society meeting. 

Photo by Kenneth Lawrence, Ozark Mountain Chapter 


